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CÉSAR FRANCK (1822-1890)
Violin Sonata
I. Allegretto ben Moderato

JOHANNES BRAHMS (1833-1897)
Violin Concerto
I. Allegro non troppo
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Piano Quintet No. 2, Op. 81
I. Allegro ma non tanto
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This recital is presented in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree
Bachelor of Music in Performance.
Ms. Johnston studies violin with Helen Kim.

program notes
Violin Sonata | César Franck
Cèsar Franck hailed from Liège, a French region that is now part of modernday Belgium. Along with being a very talented pianist, Franck was heavily

influenced by the works of Liszt and Wagner. He was also often musically

inspired by his strong religious convictions. His Violin Sonata was written five
years before his passing as a wedding present to his friend Eugéne Ysaÿe.
While the piano part for this sonata is known for its technical difficulty, the

first movement is the easiest. This movement is so sweet and has a touch

of whimsy. While it is part of a cyclical sonata, it provides its own completion
with the full return of the beginning theme.
Violin Concerto | Johannes Brahms
German-born composer, Johannes Brahms was a true champion of music in
the Romantic Era. A difficult childhood, the loss of close friends and family,
and unrequited love helped to cultivate the depth that is found in Brahms'

music. His violin concerto is certainly no exception. Dedicated to his Jewish
violinist-friend Joseph Joachim, it boasts frequent standing in the regular

violin concerto performance repertoire. The themes of the first movement

are introduced by the orchestra in the lengthy introduction. The violin solo

enters quite boldly and starts to work out the themes that have already been
introduced. True to Brahms' own style, we find that he toys with the listener
by playing with the meter. The recapitulation brings the returning themes to
an eventful close at the end of the first movement.
Piano Quintet No. 2 | Antonin Dvorak
Dvorak's second piano quintet came about as an evolution of his Piano

Quintet, Op. 5. He initially revised this quintet because he was not satisfied
with it. The famous cello melody begins the first movement and is carried
throughout by the first violin, viola, and cello. The sonata form of this

movement is a characteristic first movement for chamber works. Dvorak's
composition leanings led him to base the second movement off of a

traditional Ukrainian dumka, a ballad of sorts with contrasting sections.

The third movement is a rousing scherzo and the last movement, a rondo,
creates an exciting finish for the piece.
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